
“The Ministry of Words” (Acts 18:1-28)—2/16/20 

  

.. what if we only learned about the dangers of fire but 

never about it's blessings? We would know nothing of the 

warmth it gives in a chilly winter, the light it shines when all 

other lights go out, the heat it provides to cook our food, 

and the power it supplies the internal combustion engine. 

Not to mention the fact that the electricity that powers our 

homes comes from power plants, most of which have fire 

at the core of production.  

Yes, fire can be highly dangerous. But it's also essential to 

our modern lives. 

I believe the same things are true about the words that we 

speak. If you're familiar with the book of James you may 

remember what he says about our words . . .  

James 3:6 -- "the tongue is a fire, a world of 

unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, 

staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course 

of  life, and set on fire by hell." 

Most of us know by experience how tragically true that is. 

We have been both victims and perpetrators of the 

damaging power of words. Gossip. Slander. Hateful 

speech. Lies. There is no question that words can be 

highly dangerous. 

But what if we as Christians only learned about the 

dangers of our words but never their potential to bless? I 

wonder if we would find ourselves silent when we should 

be speaking? I wonder if we would find ourselves missing 

out on one of the greatest blessings of the Christian life. 

Yes, our words can be highly dangerous, but used rightly 

they are essential to the Christian life. 



Turn to Acts 18 

 Last leg of Paul's second missionary journey (SHOW 

MAP) 

 

Corinth 

 We'll spend most of our time in Corinth this morning 

before a brief stop in Ephesus, where we'll visit in 

more detail next week 

 Even though most of our emphasis for the past 9 

chapters has been on the Apostle Paul, we're going to 

be introduced to some additional characters this week.  

As we examine the words of five characters in this 

chapter, I hope you'll see that the ministry of words is 

essential to the Christian life. 

But what do we mean by the ministry of words? 

  

Roughly a 50 mile walk southwest  from Athens to 



 1 Corinthians 2:1-5—“And I, when I came to you, 

brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I 

decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified . . . my speech and my 

message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 

in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that 

your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in 

the power of God.” 

 The Ministry of Words 

 God’s people speaking Gospel truth from 

God’s Word with God’s power to bring about 

the change that God desires. 

1) The Words of PAUL 

Read verse 1 

Read vv. 2-3 

 Paul quickly forms a close friendship with Aquila and 

Priscilla 

 He would later call them “fellow workers in Christ 

Jesus, who risked their necks for my life.” 

(Romans  16:4) 

 If Paul recognized the importance of community, 

shouldn’t we? 

 Before Fellowship Groups we had very little 

opportunities to cultivate Aquila/Priscilla type 

community in the church 

 But Paul’s community is more than just this couple . 



. . 

Read verse 5 

 Most commentators believe Silas and Timothy bring 

financial support from the Macedonian churches 

(which Paul alludes to in 2 Corinthians 11 and 

Philippians 4), allowing him to focus exclusively on 

Gospel ministry 

The ministry of words means knowing your audience 

 Evangelism to the lost (vv. 4, 7-8) 

 Evangelism is speaking the Good News about 

Jesus to unbelievers in an attempt to persuade 

them to repent and believe. 

 Demonstrate—God, Man, Christ, Response 

 Warning to the hostile (v. 6) 

 Discipleship to the believer (v. 11) 

 1 Thessalonians 5:14–“And we urge you, brothers, 

admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, 

help the weak, be patient with them all.” 

The ministry of words is often hard (12-17) 

 Eventually they form a plan and bring legal charges 

against Paul 

 Because of God’s protection, Paul is released without 

an incident 



 Most of us will never experience physical persecution 

like Paul did, but if we’re faithful to speak God’s Word 

with God’s power to bring about the change God 

desires we’re going to make some enemies. 

Maybe you’ll lose a friend 

Maybe your family dinners will be a bit more tense 

or awkward 

Maybe you’ll lose a job 

Maybe a fellow church member will resent you for 

confronting them 

The ministry of words is a long-term investment (18- 23) 

 Paul leaves Corinth, briefly visits Cenchreae (perhaps 

where he met Phoebe who would eventually become 

a deacon of that church), briefly visits Ephesus with 

hopes to return, visits Jerusalem, then back to his 

home church in Antioch before departing on his third 

missionary journey to visit the churches in Galatia. 

 Paul didn’t just visit these towns and then leave. He 

was wholly there as long as he was there, and then he 

looked for opportunities to continue his ministry even 

after he left (through return trips, letters, sending 

friends, etc.) He was in it for the long haul. 

 Are you in it for the long haul? 

 Members—this is why we encourage you to be 

involved in more than the Sunday morning service 

(you’ll get out of it what you put into it!) But we’ll 

be patient with you because we’re in the long haul 

too!!! 



 To the best of your ability, be wholly here as long as 

you’re here! 

The example of the Apostle Paul reminds us that the 

ministry of words is essential to the Christian life. 

2) The Words of Apollos 

“I just don’t have the right words to say!” 

The ministry of words is rooted in Scripture 

Read verse 24 

 God’s people don’t change apart from God’s Word. 

 Isaiah  55:10-11 —"For as the rain and the snow 

come down from heaven and do not return there 

but water the earth, making it bring forth and 

sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 

eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my 

mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed 

in the thing for which I sent it.” 

Read verses 25-26 

The ministry of words means learning to listen  Some 

disagreement here, but I believe that Apollos is a 

Christian (v. 25) but hadn’t followed Jesus in Christian 

baptism  

 Point: when he’s corrected he listens 

 

 



 

 Don’t wait until you’re “ready” 

 How do you respond to gentle correction and criticism? 

Do you immediately defend yourself? Do you invite 

criticism? Do you ever read/listen to perspectives you 

disagree with? 

 Show me a Christian who’s stopped growing and I’ll 

show you a Christian who’s stopped listening. 

The ministry of words is impossible without grace Read 

verses 27-28 

 Could be translated “through grace he greatly helped 

those who believed” 

 Both are true. We need God’s grace to believe, and we 

need God’s grace to speak. 

The example of Apollos reminds us that the ministry of 

words is essential to the Christian life. 

3) The Words of Priscilla & Aquila 

The ministry of words isn’t just for ministers 

 Priscilla and Aquila are tentmakers, not pastors, 

missionaries, or apostles 

 Christian: your most important ministry is the ministry of 

words! 



The ministry of words isn’t always public   

Their ministry isn’t public preaching, but a private 

conversation 

 Christian: you can be faithful in the ministry of words 

and never preach a sermon or teach a Sunday School 

class.  

The ministry of words isn’t just for men   

Priscilla and Aquila are mentioned 6x, her name 

appears first 4x 

 We believe the office of elder is reserved for men. We 

do not believe that a woman can never correct or 

instruct a man. Sister, your brothers need you to speak 

God’s Word into the blind spots you see in our lives! 

 As with everything, there’s a right and wrong way to do 

that. Notice, Priscilla is with her husband she’s not in 

her home alone with Apollos. 

 The greatest women’s ministry is word ministry. 

The ministry of words is tough and tender 

 Tough enough to confront Apollos 

 First confrontation—threw up on side of the road 

 Tender enough to do it gently and in private 

The example of Priscilla and Aquila reminds us that the 

ministry of words is essential to the Christian life. 

4) The Words of Jesus 



1 Corinthians 2:1-3—“And I, when I came to you, 

brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I 

decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in 

weakness and in fear and much trembling.” 

Read verses 9-10 

THREE COMMANDS 

Don’t be afraid, . . . 

Paul is not bulletproof!!! 

 Many of you aren’t afraid to serve, but you are afraid to 

speak 

 “That’s not my gift!” If evangelism isn’t my gift, 

does that mean I don’t have to evangelize? If 

mercy isn’t my gift does that mean I don’t have to 

show mercy? If generosity isn’t my gift does that 

mean I don’t have to be generous? When we don’t 

have a gift in an area, we’re not exempt! 

. . . but go on speaking and do not be silent . . . 

 Why does Jesus tell Paul to not be silent? Doesn’t say 

“because you’re so good at it!” 

 “I have no idea what to say!!!” Fellowship Groups 

are a great place to learn. 

THREE PROMISES 

. . . for I am with you, . . . 

 This promise is true for us too, isn’t it? Jesus promised 

to be with us always, until the end of the age. 



. . . and no one will attack you to harm you, . . . 

 Jesus doesn’t promise that nobody will ever attack or 

harm Paul, but that that won’t happen while he’s in 

Corinth 

 We can’t claim that promise in the same way today 

because we’re not in Corinth with Paul in A.D. 49  But 

we do know that “if God is for us, who can be against 

us?” 

 We do know that just as the moon is always round, 

even when you can’t see it, God is always good even 

when you can’t make sense of it. 

. . . for I have many in this city who are my people . . . 

Such an encouraging promise!!! 

 God has a plan to save specific sinners 

 Acts  13:48 —“And when the Gentiles heard this, 

they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of 

the Lord, and as many as were appointed to 

eternal life believed.” 

 There are people in Corinth who God has 

appointed who have not yet believed  Do 

you believe God has a plan to save specific 

sinners in your circle of influence? 

 This plan is so fixed in God’s mind that He already 

refers to these people as His 

 John  10:14-16 —“I am the good shepherd. I know 

my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down 

my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that 



are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 

flock, one shepherd.” 

 And that means that . . . 

 Those whom God wishes to save may well include the 

most abominable and unlikely people (like the 

Corinthians). But if, indeed God chooses to save them 

than your weakness and deficiencies as a minister of 

the Gospel cannot and will not thwart 

God’s plan 

The pressure is off!  

 Spurgeon—God’s Word is like a lion, just let it out 

of it’s cage 

Without the word of Jesus we are hopeless to 

faithfully exercise the ministry of words. 

That story of my dad and his garden reminds me of my 

own life.  

My besetting sin is discouragement 

 In those moments of discouragement I’m tempted to 

burn this whole sucker to the ground 

God’s people come alongside me 

Words that really matter are the words of Jesus 

Let’s commit to doing that for one another! 


